
Workpackage 3. Linking descriptors 4 (trophic guilds), 1 (biodiversity) and 

3 (commercial species). 

1. Lack of data is a common problem in all three archipelagos, with a limited number of monitoring 

programmes available in the region. 

 

2. It is a priority to identify those indicators that can be easily developed with few resources and to try 

to set up realistic monitoring programmes in the short to medium term. 

 

3. It is necessary to reach an agreement on those indicators that can be developed in the 3 

archipelagos in order to have a coherent and coordinated evaluation. 

 

Integrating diverse sources of information 

to generate a joint view of food webs. A review of the selected species, indicators, 

thresholds and assessment carried out for D1, 

D3 and D4 in the three Macaronesian 

archipelagos, looking at what has been done 

in other European countries. 

Food webs offer an integrative view of the 

structure, function and health of ecosystems. 

4. Fisheries data (landings, catches) should be considered as an important source of data.  

 

5. Ecosystem modelling and model-derived indicators are a good option to develop and test D4 

indicators related to structure and option for developing and testing D4 indicators related to ecosystem 

structure and function.  

 

6. The use of a combination of surveys, landings and ecosystem modelling to derive D4 indicators offers 

the opportunity to compare and validate different approaches. 
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